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Throughout the twentieth century, La Permanente Mobili Cantù worked with a generation of visio-
nary designers, bringing their ideas into production. Today, with Selettiva for All, these projects are 
reintroduced in a dialogue between past and present, continuing a tradition grounded in craftsman-
ship and design culture.

Italian Furniture Heritage crafted in Cantù since 1893
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Founded in 1893 in the Brianza district, La Permanente 
Mobili Cantù is part of a manufacturing tradition that has 
contributed to the development of Italian furniture throu-
ghout the twentieth century.

In 1954, the idea of the Selettiva del Mobile took shape: an 
international competition conceived to promote new de-
sign approaches, bringing designers and production into 
direct dialogue. The first edition, held in 1955, immediately 
attracted international participation.

The competition involved a selection of projects by a jury, 
followed by the production of prototypes entrusted to 
local artisans. This model established a direct relationship 
between idea and production, between formal research 
and construction expertise.

For over twenty years, the Selettiva acted as a platform 
for exchange between international designers and the 
Brianza manufacturing context, significantly influencing 
the evolution of Italian furniture.

Selettiva for All emerges today from this context. The col-
lection brings back into production a selection of pieces 
developed from projects presented across the different 
editions of the competition, preserving their original de-
sign principles while updating processes and finishes to 
contemporary standards.

It is not a celebratory operation, but a work of continuity: 
taking the competition as a method and translating its 
outcomes into present-day production.

Selettiva For All Collection

A collection of archive re-editions bridging past and present.
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IT57 — Armchair,  
Sofa and Pouf

First presented at the Selettiva in Cantù, these pieces reflect Tapiovaara’s approach to design, where Scandinavian 
design engages with Italian manufacturing Defined by measured proportions and essential modernist lines, they form a 
seating system that balances comfort, material quality, and formal precision.

Frame available in teak, oak or mahogany, with leather straps and upholstery in leather, bouclé or velvet.
Custom configurations available on request.

year

designer
1957 
Ilmari Tapiovaara
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Selettiva For All Collection

IT57 — Bookcase

Designed by Ilmari Tapiovaara in 1957, this teak bookcase reflects the principles of Scandinavian modernism.
Defined by clean lines and sliding lacquered panels, it establishes a contrast with the warmth of the wood.
Conceived as a freestanding system, it functions both as storage and as a spatial divider, structuring the space through 
variable configurations.

Structure in teak, with sliding panels in teak or lacquered wood.
Custom configurations available on request.

year

designer
1957 
Ilmari Tapiovaara
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La Permanente Mobili Cantù

La Permanente Mobili Cantù is a consortium of companies based in the Brianza district, active in the design and pro-
duction of furniture. It operates through an integrated system that maintains a direct relationship between design and 
manufacturing, within a well-established local production context.

For more information

Piazza Garibaldi 9, 22063 Cantù (CO), Italy
T. +39 031 712539
E. info@permanentemobilicantu.com
W. permanentemobilicantu.com


